Creating a Holocaust Memorial

This is part of your final exam grade for Night. 

A new memorial for victims of the Holocaust has been proposed and you have been asked to submit a design for it. As you draw up your plans, consider the following questions:
1. Will your memorial be abstract, such as the Vietnam Memorial wall (representing an idea) or will it be representational (showing something like statues or a model).
2. How will your memorial make use of symbolism?
3. What text—if any—will be included on your memorial? Will you include victim name? A quote from Elie Wiesel? An original statement?
4. Why will your design, above any others, best articulate the horror of the Holocaust and encourage visitors to think deeply about what happened?

Don’t be afraid to let your imagination run wild. Let the impact that reading Night has had on you guide your decisions. You will be responsible for writing and reading to the class a summary of your plan that includes the reasoning behind all of your choices. In addition, you must put together a model of your memorial to be shared with the class and displayed in the classroom.

The Paper
· Must be at least 1 page long
· Must include why you chose the symbols you chose, including any images, text, or color
· For example: Choosing to use black as a symbol for the death and hopelessness in the camps at the hands of the SS.
· Will encompass 50 % of the points for the project

The Rubric
· 50%: the paper
· See attached rubric
· 40%: the physical model
· See attached rubric
· 10%: your presentation to the class
· If you present your project to the class, you will get full points for this, regardless (unless you don’t take it seriously).

Important Dates
· You know all these dates from the start. As such, no extra time will be given, regardless of absences. You know the dates now, so you are responsible for meeting the deadlines.
· Thursday, April 21
· You must submit a written explanation (just a few sentences) about your idea to Mr. Addison for approval. 
· Friday, April 22
· Complete the “symbolism” handout in class and turn it in
· Monday, April 25
· You must bring proof that you have done some work on your project. This can be bringing the actual in progress project itself or a picture.
· Tuesday, April 26
· This day you will have class time to finish up your project. 
· Wednesday, April 27
· Final projects are due.
· You will present your projects to the class.

Examples:
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The Paper: Rubric

· Grammar Conventions: 20 points
· In order to earn full points, correct grammar conventions must be shown. This means that all sentences should be correctly capitalized, punctuated, should make sense, have correct subject/verb agreement, there are no tense issues, all spelling is correct, and the paper is virtually free of errors. This can be achieved through running spell check and reading over your paper before you submit it. 
· Length: 10 points
· The length of the paper should be at least one page. No penalization will occur for a paper that is longer than one page. Your level of effort will be reflected in the length of your paper.
· Explanation of symbolism: 20 points
· To earn full points here, you should fully explain your choice of symbols. This includes colors, images, and ideas. It will not suffice to say that you chose black because it means death. You need to explain exactly why that particular symbol is relevant. That means you should be able to explain why that symbol relates to the Holocaust and to the novel. When you are writing this paper, pretend that Mr. Addison and Ms. Schaefer know nothing about the Holocaust or Night. That will help you explain. 
· For instance, you could say, “For this project I chose to use the color black as part of my color scheme. Black is representative of death and night. During the Holocaust, around 6 million Jews were systematically murdered because of their religion. In Night, there is death all around Elie in the concentration camps, it is one of the main themes of the novel.”

















The Memorial: Rubric

· Neatness/Effort: 10 Points
· To earn these points, the project should indicate that you spent some time creating it. Some messy popsicle sticks glued to a pizza box is not going to cut it. Effort is clear through the products we create. Not everyone is an artist or a natural builder, but your work ethic will be evident in your project. It should be neat.
· Use of Symbols: 20 points
· To earn points here, the symbols you use must relate to what you talk about in your paper. Evaluate every piece of the project for its symbolism. Each color that you use should be representative of Night and the themes it contains. If you choose an abstract project, your symbols should easily be identified.
· Completion: 10 points*
· You will receive 10 points simply for having a completed project, regardless of the rest of the rubric.
· * However, if you bring an unfinished project to class on the due date, I will not grade your project.
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