Rules for Writing Dialogue

DIRECTIONS: To review dialogue rules, fill in the blanks with the correct words and place quotation marks in the correct place in the examples below.

1. Whenever someone is speaking , you should put quotation marks (where?)____________________________________.  In addition, use commas to prepare the reader for the quote to come.  Place the comma ________________________ the quotation marks

For example:    Let’s get changed before practice, said Mary.

2. Always start a direct quotation with ________________________________.  When a quote is divided by phrases such as “he said” or “Mother asked”, the second part begins ___________________________________.

For example:   Maybe we should wait for her, said Dan, because it’s almost 5 pm.

3. Commas and periods that end the quote are always placed ________________ the closing quotation marks.

For example:   Joan replied sadly, She never helps me with my homework.

For example:   Whenever they watch TV, they totally zone out, observed Frannie.

4. ? and ! are also placed _______________ the closing marks.

For example:   Jack screamed, Watch out!

5. If you quote someone within a quote, ___________________________________.

For example:  I hate it when Pam says Rockin! when she scores, said Melissa.

6. Every new quotation makes a ____________________________.  You must _________________ every paragraph.


For example:  
	  Girls, Bobby grumbled.  They’re never on time for anything.
	  At least they always bring snacks, I told him.
So? Who cares?  I’m still stuck here twiddling my thumbs, Bill countered.

























Answer Key
Rules for Writing Dialogue

DIRECTIONS: To review dialogue rules, fill in the blanks with the correct words and place quotation marks in the correct place in the examples below.

1. Whenever someone is speaking , you should put quotation marks (where?)____in front of and after the dialogue_____.  In addition, use commas to prepare the reader for the quote to come.  Place the comma __inside/before____ the quotation marks

For example:    “Let’s get changed before practice,” said Mary.

2. Always start a direct quotation with __a capital letter______.  When a quote is divided by phrases such as “he said” or “Mother asked”, the second part begins ____with a lowercase letter_____.

For example:   “Maybe we should wait for her,” said Dan, “because it’s almost 5 pm.”

3. Commas and periods that end the quote are always placed __inside___ the closing quotation marks.

For example:   Joan replied sadly, “She never helps me with my homework.”

For example:   “Whenever they watch TV, they totally zone out,” observed Frannie.

4. ? and ! are also placed __inside___ the closing marks.

For example:   Jack screamed, “Watch out!”

5. If you quote someone within a quote, ___those words go inside single quotation marks___.

For example:  “I hate it when Pam says ‘Rockin!’ when she scores,” said Melissa.

6. Every new quotation makes a __new paragraph___.  You must ___ indent___ every paragraph.


For example:  
	“Girls,” Bobby grumbled.  “They’re never on time for anything.”
	“At least they always bring snacks,” I told him.
	“So? Who cares?  I’m still stuck here twiddling my thumbs,” Bill countered.
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