April 18, 2019

I feel I know Jordan Addison’s classroom management style and instruction, in the one year that he has been here, better than I know most of my colleagues. This is because Jordan is extremely inclusive, transparent and communicative. These are qualities that make not only a good teacher, but an exceptional one. 

Jordan Addison lives by the idea that, “it takes a whole village to raise a child”. He sends out for support from others, to advocate for his students. He has, on numerous occasions, sent out general information to the whole school to speak up for groups of students that may not speak for themselves. For example, he graciously sent a link to free “Women in Science” posters to all of the science teachers. I, for one, have my printed, laminated and hung in a prominent spot in my science classroom. Jordan sent out hints to teachers to support Muslim students during this upcoming Ramadan. He has also sent out asking for extra support to his English Learner students. For example, he asked to borrow rulers for an activity he would like to do with them. He also asked for teacher volunteers to help with a “breaking stereotypes” activity. Jordan Addison does all of this for the benefit of his students. He is a great advocate to them. 

Jordan Addison shares his ideas with the whole school, not only via email, but in person as well. Jordan has stood in front of the entire teacher faculty to share ideas of how to support the English Learners in all of our classrooms. This was extremely courageous for a teacher who is new to our school. Jordan did this because he sincerely and truly cares about the welfare of each and every one of his students both in his classroom, and in all of their classes. Jordan Addison will go to great lengths for his student’s needs.

It is obvious that Jordan goes to great lengths to captivate, motivate and encourage his students. It is seen, from the examples above, that his instruction is not one of lecture, notes, and then worksheet. He has the students interacting, practicing English with well thought out, and exciting activities and games. When you step into his room, there is excitement and color. Many student-made projects fill the walls. There is a snack box, for the students that just need a little something extra to get through the day. Jordan has truly thought of every need that he possible could have. Jordan actually goes above and beyond “need”. He gives a little extra to his students. Once, after I assisted him with an activity for his students, a thank you card, from the class, was found in my box. Yes, this is a good way to have the students practice English, but really, it was a beautiful way to show the students a life skill.  The proper and polite thing to do when someone does a favor for you is to show gratitude. If everyone taught that in their classrooms, the world really could be a better place. And, in short, that is what Jordan Addison does, he makes things better. He makes the students days better, he makes the teachers better, and he makes the school a better place.
I would be happy to discuss my interactions with Jordan Addison further with you. 
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